New Zealand 

'I thought it was just like England at first. But

 when I saw mountains, volcanoes, glaciers, fiords

 and parrots I realised it really was a world away.'

 Rob Douglas, traveller
                                            
New Zealanders sometimes refer to their country as God Zone, a rather prideful twist on the phrase "God's Own." But if you like gorgeous scenery and gutsy people, you'll agree with them. New Zealand is blessed with some of the most varied and dramatic terrain in the world, from glaciers and fjords and beaches to mountains and meadows and rain forests. If you're so inclined, you can admire the breathtaking scenery while skiing, surfing, horseback riding, mountain climbing, hiking (which the locals call "tramping") or kayaking. 

And if those pursuits aren't exciting enough, you can try some of the adventures the Kiwis (as New Zealanders are called) have invented to make your blood race: You can bungee jump off cliffs or bridges; paddle through whitewater rapids; rocket through narrow caverns on jet boats; or strap yourself inside a giant plastic ball and roll down a hillside. 

If you prefer more leisurely activities, you can still enjoy New Zealand's natural wonders by strolling on its pristine beaches, sailing along its picturesque coastline or fishing in its crystal-clear rivers and lakes.

The Facts
Size: 104,000 square miles (269,358sq km)
Capital: Wellington
Language: The two official languages are English and Maori
Currency: NZ dollar
Weather: Warm summers (November to April) and mild winters. The further south you go, the cooler and wetter it gets. High ground gets snow in winter, there's good skiing on both the North and South Island.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio1/onelife/travel/atoz/newzealand.shtml 

The vibrant city of WELLINGTON is the cultural, political and commercial capital of New Zealand, though this is not what most Aucklanders would have you believe. A healthy antipathy exists between the two cities, fuelled by Auckland's conviction that it should be capital. Wellington is by no means a pale shadow of Auckland, though, not least because of the high levels of investment in recent years, aimed at making the city worthy of its capital status and more attractive to visitors. Most of the city is built on the foreshore and the precipitous hills overlooking a magnificent harbour, fringed by beaches, marinas and warehouses. The inner city is an energetic mix of historic stone buildings and modern structures, most notably the radical contemporary architecture of Ian Athfield, one of New Zealand's best-known architects, while the suburbs are a combination of grand residential villas and unspectacular commercial buildings. The surrounding hills have provided a natural barrier to the unbridled development typical of other New Zealand cities, helping to keep central Wellington an easily walkable area with a definite identity.

Wellington is truly cosmopolitan, offering a huge range of culinary experiences, alongside nightlife and artistic culture from all over the world. The most exciting months to visit are February and March, when the city hosts three separate festivals: the annual Wellington Fringe Festival, a carnival along the lines of the Edinburgh Festival; the biennial International Festival of the Arts, a month-long celebration that draws the best international acts in opera, theatre and music; and the annual Dragon Boat Festival (in late February), which attracts huge crowds to the inner harbour.

http://travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide 

Flight

Information about visas: the minimal time for getting a tourist’s visa is 14 days; for Russian Federation person visa is free.

our 13 days / 12 nights trip
Modify your search
Please enter new flight search criteria
Moscow, Russian Federation (MOW) to Wellington, New Zealand (WLG)

Departing Fri, Feb 3

Returning Wed, Feb 15

1 Adult

Korean Air

Flight 924 

10:40pm

Moscow, Russian Federation (SVO) 

2:50pm

Arrive on Sun, Feb 5

Wellington, New Zealand (WLG) 

30hrs 10min - 2 Stops

Change planes in Seoul, South Korea (ICN) 

Change planes in Sydney, Australia (SYD)

$7,844

per person
http://travel.travelocity.com/flights
Hotel

Quality Hotel On Thorndon

20 Glenmore Street, Wellington, New Zealand Map 

0 Miles North of Wellington (City Center)

Amenities

Restaurant

Room Service
From
75 USD per night

http://www.orbitz.com/App/ViewHotelSearchResults
Things to Do

Tourist Attractions and Sightseeing

Botanic Gardens[image: image1.png]


 

Lyall Bay            [image: image2.png]
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Museum and Galleries

Oceanic Arts       [image: image4.png]



Petone Settlers Museum [image: image5.png]



Festivals and Street Fairs

New Zealand Festival

http://travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide
Shops

20th Century Collectables & Antiques 
120 Queens Drive, Lower Hutt, Wellington, 6009 New Zealand

 Parsons Books and Music
 126 Lambton Quay, Wellington, 6001 New Zealand

 Logan Plaza Shopping Centre

 Main Plaza, Upper Hutt City, Wellington, 6007 New Zealand
http://travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide 

Restaurants


New Zealand offers a good blend of traditional and international cuisine with fish and seafood a speciality (some of the seaside towns rival Blackpool in terms of the number of fish and chip shops lining the waterfront). If you get chance, try the tradition Maori-style cooking called 'Hangi' which is food cooked very slowly in a traditional earth oven.

Shed #5
Queens Wharf, (Jervois Quay), Wellington, 6001 New Zealand

One Red Dog

9-11 Blair Street, Wellington, 6001 New Zealand
http://travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide 

Health
New Zealand is a safe country. Protect yourself in the sun though as it's very strong, particularly in the North Island. Do expect changeable weather and always carry warm clothing with you. Hypothermia is a risk, especially for walkers. New Zealand tap water is safe to drink.

Hepatitis B, especially if you might be exposed to blood or body fluids (for example, health-care workers), have sexual contact with the local population, or be exposed through medical treatment. Hepatitis B vaccine is now recommended for all infants and for children ages 11–12 years who did not receive the series as infants.

Rabies, you  might have extensive unprotected outdoor exposure in rural areas, such as might occur during camping, hiking, or bicycling, or engaging in certain occupational activities. 

To stay healthy, do...
· Wash your hands often with soap and water or, if hands are not visibly soiled, use a waterless, alcohol-based hand rub to remove potentially infectious materials from your skin and help prevent disease transmission. 

· In developing countries, drink only bottled or boiled water, or carbonated (bubbly) drinks in cans or bottles. Avoid  fountain drinks, and ice cubes. If this is not possible, learn how to make water safer to drink. 

· To prevent fungal and parasitic infections, keep feet clean and dry, and do not go barefoot, even on beaches. 

· Always use latex condoms to reduce the risk of HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases. 

do not

· Do not eat food purchased from street vendors or food that is not well cooked to reduce risk of infection (i.e., hepatitis A and typhoid fever). 

· Do not drink beverages with ice. 

· Avoid dairy products, unless you know they have been pasteurized. 

· Do not handle animals, especially monkeys, dogs, and cats, to avoid bites and serious diseases (including rabies and plague). Consider pre-exposure rabies vaccination if you might have extensive unprotected outdoor exposure in rural areas. For more information, please see Animal-Associated Hazards. 

· Do not share needles for tattoos, body piercing or injections to prevent infections such as HIV and hepatitis B. 

http://www.cdc.gov/travel/austspac.htm 
