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    WELCOME TO ROME, ITALY

Tour from Volgograd to Rome: Lowest Flight+Hotel Price, sights

From Volgograd to Moscow by bus – price 600-800 rubles; from Moscow to Rome by plane.

Total: $ 768 = Flight+Hotel (1-10 December)
Flight summary : Thursday 1-Dec-05 Moscow (SVO) Depart 6:55 pm Terminal 2  to  Rome (FCO) Arrive 8:45 pm Terminal C 1483 mi (2387km) Duration: 3hr 50mn 

SU 
Total distance: 1483 mi (2387 km) Total duration: 3hr 50mn 
Saturday 10-Dec-05 Rome (FCO) Depart 11:05 pm Terminal C  to  Moscow (SVO) Arrive 4:55 am Terminal 2 1483 mi (2387 km) Duration: 3hr 50mn 
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Flight: 284 3Economy/Coach Class, Dinner, Tupolev TU154
Total distance: 1483 mi (2387 km) Total duration: 3hr 50mn
Hotel summary:Thursday Dec-1-2005 (9 nights)  Roma Park, Via Della Caffarelletta 114 Rome 00179, Italy
Check in:  Thu Dec-1-2005 Check out:  Sat Dec-10-2005
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Hotel class: [image: image2.png]


     Room description: Single room

Room amenities: Cable/satellite TV, complimentary newspaper, fax machine, direct-dial phone, Internet access – TV, refrigerator,  minibar, private bathroom, hair dryer, electronic/magnetic keys, in-room safe, iron/ironing board (on request).   
Guests of the Roma Park enjoy a complimentary buffet breakfast each morning. Roma Park Restaurant - Guests can enjoy park views while they dine on Italian cuisine in the roof garden gazebo restaurant. American Bar - Situated in the lobby, the smart white bar serves coffees, cocktails and beverages. 

Nearby Points of Interest: Catacombs – 1.5 kilometres (1 mile), Aurelian’s Wall - 2 kilometres 

(1 mile), Coliseum – 3 kilometres (3 miles), Vatican City – 5 kilometres (3 miles)

Nearest major airport: Rome, Italy (FCO-Leonardo Da Vinci (Fiumicino))
Rome Fiumicino Airport (FCO): Approximate-driving time is 45 minutes and distance is 25 kilometers (15.5 miles). There is an express train service every 30 minutes to Rome’s Termini train station (journey time 30 minutes), five kilometers from the hotel. A single ticket costs €9.50. Taxis are readily available at the airport, but take a licensed-metered taxi only. An airport surcharge is payable. A taxi to the city center will cost €50-60. There is a bus stop 50 meters from the hotel. Bus 628 goes to Piazza Venezia and the Pantheon. Rome's efficient integrated transportation system includes buses, trams, subway (metro) and suburban trains. Tickets should be bought before boarding and are available from ATAC ticket machines and all tobacconists (tabacchi). A single ticket (BIT) costs €1, is valid for 75 minutes, and covers unlimited bus journeys and one metro trip. 

Program of stay:

1. The Monuments of Rome Tour - 8:30 AM  Fri 2-Dec-05 $39.04 (Capture the essence of Rome on a tour of its most famous landmarks. Admire the Pantheon's architectural perfection and the Baroque design of Trevi Fountain. Linger in Piazza Navona to gaze at Bernini's three fountains, before heading to St Peter's Basilica—the world's most impressive example of Renaissance and Baroque architecture.)
2. Tour of  Ancient Rome  Sat 3-Dec-05 $39.04 (Explore thousands of years of Roman history as you pass the city's ancient landmarks. Visit Capitol Square for incredible views over the Roman Forum, the city's major archaeological site. Take in the majesty of the Coliseum—the very symbol of Roman grandeur—as your guide recounts the empire's turbulent history.)

3. Christian Rome Tour  Sun 4-Dec-05 $45.26 (Discover an amazing array of early Christian monuments in Rome. Marvel at the gilded ceiling and glittering mosaics in the Basilica of St Maria Maggiore. Enjoy the peaceful cloisters of the Basilica of St John the Baptist, Rome's first Christian Basilica. Then head underground to the catacombs, rich in art and religious symbolism.)
4.Vatican Museums Tour  Mon 5-Dec-05 $54.66 (Visit one of the world's most distinguished cultural institutions—the Vatican Museums. Peruse awe-inspiring paintings, sculptures, and art collections as you stroll through an assortment of galleries. The tour includes the Candelabra Gallery and the Sistine Chapel adorned with Michelangelo's famed masterpieces.)
5. Full-Day Excursion to Naples & Pompeii Tue 6-Dec-05 $126.13 (Italy is full of treasures, and this day trip from Rome is no exception! Enjoy an excursion to the bustling city of Naples, home to mouth-watering pizza, and then head off to Pompeii, filled with well-preserved ancient ruins.)
6. Premier Dinner Cruise Wen 7-Dec-05 $62.44 (Experience La Dolce Vita on this dinner cruise along the River Tiber. Soak up breathtaking views of Rome's monuments and bridges as you enjoy a sumptuous 4–course Italian meal. You'll start near the Sant'Angelo castle that dominates the Roman skyline, go past Tiberina Island and under the Risorgimento bridge.)
7. Classic Commentated Cruise - 11 AM  Thu 8-Dec-05 $12.01 (Discover the heart of Rome as you gently cruise along the River Tiber. Listen to illuminating commentary in Italian and English whilst absorbing the historical and architectural richness of the Eternal City. Choose between 2 departure times daily.)

8. Excursion to Tivoli Fri 9-Dec-05 $58.86 (Visit the charming hill town of Tivoli, less than an hour from the hustle and bustle of Rome. Wander around Villa Adriana, a huge complex designed to house and entertain the emperor and his entourage. Tour Tivoli's historical centre, before heading to Villa d'Este, renowned for its spectacular gardens and elaborate fountains.)  

Main Sights of ROME:

Ara Pacis
The altar of peace is one of the most important monuments of ancient Rome. It was built in 13 B.C. to commemorate Augustus victories over Spain and Gaul. INFORMATIVE NOTES: Address: Lungotevere in Augusta Zone: Villa Borghese – Barberini Horary: 9h - 17h, holiday 9h - 13h 
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Arch of Constantine
It is the most important of the Roman triumphal arches. It was built in 313 A.D. to celebrate emperor Constantine's victory over Massenzio. INFORMATIVE NOTES: Address: Via di S. Gregorio Zone: Colosseo - Piazza Venezia
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Basilica di San Giovanni in Laterano
It is the Rome's cathedral, founded by Constantine in the IV century. It was destroyed and reconstructed more times. The basilica's actual shape dates back to the XII century. 
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INFORMATIVE NOTES: Address: Piazza San Giovanni in Laterano Zone: Termini – Esquilino Ticket: Gratis

Castel Sant'Angelo
Emperor Hadrian had it built in 130 A.D. as his mausoleum. It held the remains of the Imperial family until Caracalla.
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INFORMATIVE NOTES: Address: Lungotevere Castello, 50 Zone: Castel S. Angelo - Piazza Navona Horary: 9h - 19h. Closed Monday Ticket: Ђ 5,00

Catacombs of Domitilla
Place of burial and worship of the early Christians. 
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INFORMATIVE NOTES: Address: Via delle Sette Chiese, 283 Zone: Appia Antica – Ardeatina Horary: 8h 30 - 12h/ 14h 30 - 17h. Closed Tuesdays and January Ticket: Ђ 5,00

Coliseum
It is a marvellous architectural complex that doesn't find examples in Roman art. Its real name is Flavian Amphitheater. It was built in 72 A.D. by an unknown architect. 
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INFORMATIVE NOTES: Address: Piazza del Colosseo Zone: Colosseo - Piazza Venezia Horary: 9h - 1h before the sunset Ticket: Ђ 8,00

Domus Aurea
Built by emperor Nero, it had to be the largest and richest residence ever raised. It was named Domus Aurea (gold House) thanks to its valuable decorations and prestigious furniture.
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INFORMATIVE NOTES: Address: Via della Domus Aurea - Giardini di Colle Oppio Zone: Termini – Esquilino Horary: 9h - 19h 45 Ticket: Ђ 5,00 (obbligatory reservation Ђ 1,00)
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Monument to Vittorio Emmanuele II
It is an imposing monument built up in 1885 according to architect G.Sacconi's plan to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the kingdom of Italy. INFORMATIVE NOTES: Address: Piazza Venezia Zone: Colosseo - Piazza Venezia Horary: 9h - 17h 30 in winter / 19h 30 in summer Ticket: Gratis


Pantheon
It is an imposing monument considered a masterpiece of the Roman architecture. It is one of the ancient and best-conserved monuments in the world. Consul Agrippa had it built in 27 A.D. INFORMATIVE NOTES: Address: Piazza della Rotonda Zone: Colosseo - Piazza Venezia Horary: 8h 30 - 18h 30; Sunday 9h - 18h; holiday 9h - 13h 30 Ticket: Gratis
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Piazza del Popolo
Planned by Valadier at the beginning of the XIX century, it is considered one of the best urban works in Rome. INFORMATIVE NOTES: Zone: Villa Borghese – Barberini

Piazza di Spagna
This is one of the best known and evocative places in Rome. It is characterized by the great perron of " Trinitа dei Monti". INFORMATIVE NOTES: Zone: Villa Borghese – Barberini

[image: image22.jpg]



Piazza Navona
It is a beautiful and famous square where you can admire masterpieces by Bernini, Borromini e G. della Porta, who were very important exponents of the baroque art. INFORMATIVE NOTES: Zone: Castel S. Angelo - Piazza Navona
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Roman Forum
It can be considered a symbol of antiquity. It was the center of the civic, juridical and economic life in Republican times. 

San Luigi dei Francesi
In this church, built in 1589 by Domenico Fontana according to Giacomo Della Porta's design, many masterpieces are kept. Among which the famous works by Caravaggio Martirio di San Matteo, Vocazione di San Matteo and San Matteo e l'angelo. INFORMATIVE NOTES: 
Address: Piazza San Luigi dei Francesi Zone: Castel S. Angelo - Piazza Navona Ticket: Gratis
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San Pietro in Vincoli
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It has a very ancient origin but its actual shape dates back to the last years of the V century. In it you can admire the Most by Michelangelo which is a work of art, unique for its incomparable expressiveness and beauty. INFORMATIVE NOTES: Address: Piazza di San Pietro in Vincoli, 4 Zone: Colosseo - Piazza Venezia Ticket: Gratis
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Santa Maria Maggiore
The basilica was erected in the IV century but underwent many remakings in the course of the years. The building is characterized by different architectonic styles. INFORMATIVE NOTES: Address: Piazza Santa Maria Maggiore Zone: Termini – Esquilino Ticket: Gratis

Sant'Ivo alla Sapienza
It was built up by Francesco Borromini in 1642. It is considered the highest expression of Borromini's genius, and according to many people, it is the best baroque representation in Rome. INFORMATIVE NOTES: Address: Largo della Sapienza Zone: Castel S. Angelo - Piazza Navona
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Santo Spirito in Sassia complex
The origins of the Santo Spirito in Sassia complex date back to A.D. 727 when the Saxon king Ina founded the "Schola Saxonum". INFORMATIVE NOTES: Address: Lungotevere in Sassia, 3 Zone: Castel S. Angelo - Piazza Navona
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St. Peter's Basilica
It is the greatest church in the world and is dominated by the imposing Michelangelo's dome. It was built in 324 A.D. by Constantine. The works which give the present shape to the basilica began in 1506 thanks to the Bramante's plan. INFORMATIVE NOTES:
Address: Piazza San Pietro Zone: Aurelia - Villa Pamphili Ticket: Gratis
Tomb of Cecilia Metella
Is the best preserved piece of the Appian Way. This tomb, remaining nearly intact with the addition of the crenellated tower installed by the Caetani family in 1302 when it was made the keep for their adjacent castle. INFORMATIVE NOTES: Address: Via Appia Antica, 161 Zone: Appia Antica – Ardeatina Horary: 9h - 1h before the sunset Ticket: Ђ 2,00
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Trajan's Column
It is a sepulchral monument and a masterpiece of sculpture. Erected to immortalize Traiano’s exploits, it is 42 meters high and was built in the 2nd century A.D. INFORMATIVE NOTES: Zone: Colosseo - Piazza Venezia
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Trajan's Markets
In ancient times they were considered one of the wonders of the classical world; today they show only one small part of their splendour. The great complex, consisting of 150 premises, was planned by Apollodoro from Damascus for Trajan in the II century A.D. INFORMATIVE NOTES: Address: Via IV Novembre, 94 Zone: Colosseo - Piazza Venezia Horary: 9h - 16h 30 in winter / 18h 30 in summer Ticket: Gratis
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Trevi Fountain
the most famous fountain in Rome, made by architect Salvi in 1735 under Pope Clement XII, it is considered one of the most beautiful fountains in the world. The Dukes of Poli's building serves as background to the fountain. INFORMATIVE NOTES: Zone: Colosseo - Piazza Venezia
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Villa Farnesina
It is one of the most complete examples of Renaissance civil architecture. The idea of harmony and proportion finds its full realization in this building and in the decorations which enrich it. INFORMATIVE NOTES: Address: Via della Lungara, 230 Zone: Castel S. Angelo - Piazza Navona Horary: Monday - Saturday 9h - 13h


Quirinal Palace
It was, at first, a grand papal see, afterwards became the official residence of the Italian Royal Family and finally it became the President of the Republic's residence. 
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Villa Borghese 
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In Rome was born during the 18th century on the desire of the Cardinal Scipione Caffarelli Borghese, nephew of Paolo V, on the area going from the Flaminio to the Parioli quarter and where antiquely were located the "horti of Lucullo".
Musei Vaticani
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The Vatican Museums offer a staggering foray into the realms of art and history so much that it's foolhardy to try to see all the collections in one day. Viale Vaticano Horary: Mon.-Sat. and last Sun. of month 8:45-1:45. Ticket: Ђ 12 
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The Capitol
It is one of the most interesting architectural areas in Rome. The whole complex (square and buildings) was built in the sixteenth century according to Michelangelo's designs. INFORMATIVE NOTES: Address: Piazza del Campidoglio Zone: Colosseo - Piazza Venezia

Spanish Steps 

Both the steps and the Piazza di Spagna get their names from the Spanish Embassy to the Vatican on the piazza, This area has always welcomed tourists. The Fontana della Barcaccia (Fountain of the Old Boat) at the base of the steps is by Pietro Bernini, father of the famous Gian Lorenzo. 

INFORMATIVE NOTES: Address: Piazza di Spagna
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And lots of other sights...

Shopping:

Shop hours are flexible, and many shops in downtown Rome are open all day during the week and also on Sunday, as are some department stores and supermarkets.  Shops that take a lengthy lunch break are open 9:30-1 and 3:30 or 4-7 or 7:30. All shops close for one half day during the week: Monday morning in winter and Saturday afternoon in summer. Food shops are open 8-2 and 5-7:30, some until 8, and most are closed on Sunday. 

Italian sizes are not uniform, so always try on clothing before buying, and measure gift items. Check washing instruction labels on all garments (often in English as well as Italian), as many are not washable at all and those that are washable may not be preshrunk. Glove sizes are universal. In any case, remember that Italian stores generally will not refund your purchases and cannot exchange goods because of limited stock.

Restaurants:

Roman restaurants by and large stick to Italian cooking, but you'll find more variations on the theme here than anywhere else in the country. Sicilian, Tuscan, Puglese, and northern Italian regional cuisines are all represented. And, reflecting the increasingly cosmopolitan nature of the city, you'll find good-quality international food here as well -- everything from Japanese to Ethiopian. 

Nightlife:

The best sources for an up-to-date list of late-night spots and of who's playing what at the music clubs are the weekly entertainment guides, roma c'è and Trovaroma.
Depending on the venue, concert tickets will cost between EUR7 and EUR25. Often, seating is open (identified in Italian as posti non numerati). Get opera and concert tickets in advance at the box office, or try just before the performance. After-hours entertainment in Rome consists mainly of late-night cafés, music clubs, and discos. Hubs of after-dark activity are Piazza Navona and the Pantheon area, Trastevere, and Testaccio. The Spanish Steps are strictly for tourists

Passports & Visas:

When traveling internationally, carry your passport even if you don't need one (it's always the best form of I.D.) and make two photocopies of the data page (one for someone at home and another for you, carried separately from your passport). If you lose your passport, promptly call the nearest embassy or consulate and the local police. 

Safety:

Don't wear a money belt or a waist pack, both of which peg you as a tourist. Do not reach for the money pouch once you're in public. Wear a bag or camera slung across your body bandolier style, and don't rest your bag or camera on a table or chair at a sidewalk café or restaurant. In Rome, beware of pickpockets on buses, especially Line 64 (Termini-St. Peter's train station); the Line 40 Express, Purse-snatchers work in teams on a single motor scooter or motorcycle: one drives and the other grabs. 

Emergencies:

Emergencies (PHONE: 113), Police (PHONE: 113). 

The Italian word to use to draw people's attention in an emergency is Aiuto! (Help! pronounced ah-you-toh). Other useful Italian words to use in an emergency are Al fuoco! (Fire! pronounced ahl fuh-woe-co) and Al ladro! (Follow the thief! pronounced ahl lah-droh). 

Remedies:

It's always best to travel with your own tried and true medicines. The regulations regarding what medicines require a prescription are not likely to be the exactly the same in Italy and in your home country -- all the more reason to bring what you need with you. Aspirin (l'aspirina) can be purchased at any pharmacy, but Tylenol and Advil are unavailable. 

Rome's prices:

Rome's prices are comparable to those in other major capitals, such as Paris and London. A Rome 2-km (1-mi) taxi ride costs EUR5.25. An inexpensive hotel room for two, including breakfast is about EUR100; an inexpensive dinner for two is EUR25. A simple pasta item on the menu is about EUR8, and a ½-liter carafe of house wine EUR3.50. A McDonald's Big Mac is EUR2.80, with prices doubled if you sit down. A pint of beer in a pub is around EUR3.70. The cheapest seat at Rome's Opera House runs EUR17; a movie ticket is EUR7.50. A daily English-language newspaper is about EUR2. 

Weather

 December 44-55°F (6-13°C). 

Holiday

December 8 (Immaculate Conception)

More Information about ROME:

http://www.abcroma.com/Ristoranti/listaristoranti_i.asp 

http://www.abcroma.com/listamonumenti_i.asp 

http://www.abcroma.com/Index_i.asp (more about Rome)

http://www.expedia.com/daily/vacations/rome/guides/Shopping/Shoes.asp
http://www.expedia.com/daily/vacations/rome/guides/Shopping/Clothing.asp
http://www.expedia.com/daily/vacations/rome/guides/Shopping/antiques.asp
http://www.expedia.com/daily/vacations/rome/guides/Restaurants/Overview.asp
http://www.fodors.com/miniguides/mgresults.cfm?destination=rome@130&cur_section=nig (nightlife)

