                                                       Marrakech  

Marrakech is not only a fantastic city, it is also a symbol of the Morocco that once was, and which still survives here. The streets of the old and pink city have been too narrow to allow the introduction of cars, and tourists searching for the "real" Morocco have turned the medieval structures of Marrakech into good business.
http://lexicorient.com/morocco/marrakech.htm 

CurrencyThe Moroccan currency is the Dirham (DH) divided into 100 centimes. There are 50, 100 and 200 DH notes, 1, 5 and 10 DH coins and 5, 10, 20 and 50 centime coins. You can only obtain Dirhams in Morocco. Do not change money in the streets, it is illegal. The best place to change is at a bank or approved change office (indicated by a golden sign). No commission is charged and you will be given a slip which will be required at the end of your stay to change any remaining Dirhams back into the original currency. You can withdraw money in banks with a credit card and a cheque book, or directly from a cash dispenser in some large towns. Credit cards are generally accepted in major hotels, shops and rest 

ClimateOctober-December and March-May are really Morocco's best seasons, when temperatures average in the low 70s F/24 C. January and February can be cool and rainy - bad beach weather - and only the best hotels have central heating (because it's usually so hot). The summer shouldn't be ruled out: Although the average summer temperature in Marrakesh can be around 100 F/38 C, the coastal cities (Casablanca, Rabat and Tangier) remain comfortable (low 80s F/27-29 C), if somewhat humid. aurants, and sometimes even in the souks!

1) Information about visas There are few problems for most travellers, and no visa is needed. They can get a one-entry one-month visa at around US$7, or a two-entries three-month visa at US$10. These are best obtained at an embassy accredited the traveller's own country, but there should not be all too much problems getting one at the border. If there are regulations against you nationality, a small bribe, will soon make the system work wonderfully. http://lexicorient.com/morocco/z_visas_passports.htm

2) Getting around http://lexicorient.com/morocco/z_getting_around.htm 

The infrastructure of Morocco is fantastic. Getting around offers no other problem than deciding your means of transportation. Trains are connecting major cities, and many smaller places. These work well, but you won't get further south than Marrakech or Figuig. Otherwise, travelling is best done with a combination of buses and shared taxis, with shared taxis a bit more expensive than buses. Both have a tendency of getting crowded. These run almost on hours, and bring you to almost any place, small or big.

3) Eating and sleeping Marrakech Restaurants Finding a place to stay for the night, or somewhere to eat, is easy all over Morocco. And there are surprisingly many places offering opportunities for both budgeteers and people with more money to spend. The cost is often reflecting the quality, even if places like Casablanca, Marrakech, and Agadir often are more expensive than smaller spots. Budgeteers can expect to pay from 40 dh and up for quite good quality hotel beds. Eating can be done at a low 20- 30 dh for a three course meal. But if you can afford it, luxury is available at European prices. 
http://lexicorient.com/morocco/marrakech_.htm
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The atmosphere is carefree and the decor is traditional Moroccan. Diners are seated on big fluffy pillows, on the floor, around low tables. The five-course meals include tea and a Moroccan pastry. Waiters, dressed in traditional Moroccan attire, serve each course in a ceremonial manner. Pastilla, a crispy sugar-dusted pastry filled with aromatic ground meats and egg is one of many entrees. On Friday and Saturday nights, during dinner, guests are entertained by belly dancers.
 
Open Hours: Tu-Su 5:30p-10:30p
	


More Photos 
	Hotel
Les Jardins De La Koutoubia Hotel

Location
Marrakech, Marrakech 


 HYPERLINK "http://marrakech-hotelguide.com/hotels/tools/map/marjar.htm?AMK" 
Hotel Map

Address
26 Rue de la Koutoubia, , Marrakech 40000

Category
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http://lexicorient.com/morocco/z_eat_sleep.htm
	Nov 01, 2005 - Dec 24, 2005
	Breakfast
	EUR 152
	EUR 204
	n/a
	



	Dec 25, 2005 - Jan 04, 2006
	Breakfast
	EUR 264
	EUR 364
	n/a
	



	Jan 05, 2006 - Jan 31, 2006
	Breakfast
	EUR 141
	EUR 180
	n/a
	



	Feb 01, 2006 - Feb 28, 2006
	Breakfast
	EUR 152
	EUR 204
	n/a
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4) Places to go

· The suugs

·           http://lexicorient.com/morocco/marrakech08.htm
· the town square of Jemaa l-Fna http://lexicorient.com/morocco/marrakech

· Saadian Tombs http://community.iexplore.com/planning/journalEntryActivity.asp?JournalID=15074&EntryID=23585&n=Place+Djemaa+al%2DFna 
· The incomparable and beloved Palaces http://community.iexplore.com/planning/journalEntryActivity.asp?JournalID=15074&EntryID=23585&n=Place+Djemaa+al%2DFna 
· The Museum of Morrocan Arts   

· the Menara gardens by young Marrakechians considered as the most romantic place in town- is high up on the list. http://lexicorient.com/morocco/marrakech.14htm

·  the Koutoubia mosque which is visible from practically anywhere in Marrakech. http://lexicorient.com/morocco/marrakech15.htm
palaces and gardens http://lexicorient.com/morocco/marrakech16.htm

5)Costs   http://lexicorient.com/morocco/z_costs_currencies.htm  There are few problems changing money, there are many banks, all operating with equal exchange rates, and without commission. Exchange rates are set around midday on Fridays, which has lead to a practice of non-service during the hours until reports of the new currencies have been received.
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6)Safety http://lexicorient.com/morocco/z_safety.htm  Morocco is a safe country, safer than all European Mediterranean countries. Crime rates are low, and violence uncommon. There is also little to worry about from nature's side. Low temperatures in the winter, strong sun in the summer, undercurrents at certain Atlantic beaches are keywords for what to be careful about.
But unfortunate things can come your way here as well. Carrying small amounts of money, holding your camera close to your body, and be careful when you're in crowds. You should also shun all Moroccans fitting this description: Young man, in ordinary clothes, speaking several languages, and coming up to you warning you about the dangers of this and that. If they say they're students, they're most likely lying. But if they say they're guides, and offer to show you around the old city or something, at a certain price, there is less reason to be suspicious. But even in this case you should prepare to spend some time inside shops selling carpets or leather ware. If you run into somebody showing any kind of aggression in the beginning, call for the police. Not because your life is in danger, but because the police is the only ones who can get these people off your neck. 

Dress Code

Dress is casual, even in the major cities. We recommend that expensive jewelry be left at home. Comfortable shoes are recommended. The sun is beautiful in Morocco and sunglasses are a must. Some religious sites do not allow shorts or sleeveless shirts. Try not to overpack and bring too many clothes. You are certain to buy many souvenirs in Morocco and will regret if you arrive with overpacked suitcases. Easy to care for wash and wear clothes are the best. Hotels have laundry service where your clothing can be washed and pressed for a modest fee.

7) Health http://lexicorient.com/morocco/z_health.htm  There are normally no vaccinations needed when going to Morocco But there can be dagner of exposure to typhus, cholera, tetanus, and polio, but Morocco is not hard struck by this. Malaria can be a problem in the south during the summer, but the vaccination against this is infamously unpleasant. Schistosoma (bilharzia) is present in some rivers and pools, but the chance is that you don't get infected. Most locals will be able to tell you about any dangers, if you plan to go swimming. . Take precautions against insect bites and sunburn. If necessary, tourist offices and major hotels can put you in touch with doctors who speak English, French or other languages.


8) Costs per week about 2200 $ Here you can calculate how much your holiday to Morocco will cost. Of course, the costs indicated here, will never be fully accurate for your specific holiday. The results you get here is simply an indication, even if all costs are derived from real travelling experience. 

  http://lexicorient.com/morocco/z_travel_costs.htm 

9) Visit different towns With the bustling cities of Tangier and Tetouan as close neighbours, you might wonder why Asilah has turned out to be so easy-going as it is. There are plenty of tourists around, some hustlers, but all in all Asilah is a relaxed place to hang around. http://lexicorient.com/morocco/asila04.htm 

10) You can choose other towns and suitable time to visit them http://lexicorient.com/morocco/z_which_holiday.htm 

