British football fans are top of the league as we're voted most passionate in the Europe

One in ten fans would cancel their honeymoon to watch their team play in the Champions League final and 25 would skip work

32 per cent of people asked said they thought the Brits were most passionate 
British football fans have been voted the most passionate in Europe, according to a new study.

One in ten UK fans (11 per cent) insist they could not date a supporter of a rival club - calling it an ‘absolute deal-breaker’ for a prospective relationship.

Meanwhile, the same number confess they would cancel their honeymoon to watch their team play in the UEFA Champions League Final, while 25 per cent admit they would skip work.

The research by UEFA Champions League sponsor Mastercard quizzed supporters across Europe on the lengths they go to in support of their team and which fans they think are the most passionate, with the British coming out on top.

A third (32 per cent) voted for Brits, ahead of Spanish fans (16 per cent) and Italian fans (12 per cent). German supporters finished fifth, just behind Turkish fans.

British fans are also among the youngest starters, with 36 per cent stating they became fans of their side before they were 10 years old.

Indeed, 10 per cent say they had no choice in who they supported as they were fans ‘from birth’ due to a family connection.

The average age across Europe for first becoming a fan is just over 13 years old, while Portuguese fans pick their allegiances at just over seven years old.

<...> 
When asked about the most money they had ever spent attending a football match, the British average came in at £343 - significantly lower than Turkish (£608), Russian (£553), French (£475), and Spanish (£465) fans.

When it comes to the longest journey to watch a football game, the story is similar.

The average British fan has travelled for 4hrs 13mins, almost half the time of Polish fans (8hrs 24 mins).

<…>
Ryan Giggs , Mastercard Ambassador for the UEFA Champions League, said: “I have been very lucky to play all over the world during my career and it comes as no surprise to me that British fans are considered the most passionate.

“Those European nights were among the best of my life, and the travelling support always played a huge part.”

Ann Cairns, President, International Markets at Mastercard, said: “The Champions League has created so many memorable moments in football, but it’s also the supporters who help create that magic.”

Which fans are most passionate in Europe: British football fans 32% Spanish 16% Italian 12% Turkish 11% German 8% Portuguese 4% Dutch 4% Russian 3% French 2% Greek 2%
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